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of much significance in the controversy as to Wai-
pole's arbitrary and dictatorial methods, "powerful as
he was, he never would let his own opinion, in
matters of State, prevail against the majority of
them."l

The third and most exacting part of his task, besides
holding back his own court and directing his own Cabinet,
was to put such equal pressure now on the emperor, now
on the cardinal, now on the court of Spain, as would
force them to an adjustment. The emperor was bent on
recovering his footing in Italy; the queen of Spain, on
securing Naples for Don Carlos, and his duchies for his
brothers; France coveted aggrandisement on her eastern
frontier at the expense of the Empire. The emperor
was stubborn, proud, and dull. Fleury was naturally
disposed to poaco, but his hand was forced by colleagues
with designs on Germany, and ho was not without the
duplicity of weakness. The queen of Spain was a fury.
The pensionary of the United Provinces was a martyr to
the gout, was rough, peevish, and unmanageable; and
the other Dutch loaders were all suspicious and dis-
tracted. Such wore the personages with whom the
British minister had to deal,

As usual, Walpole approached his difficulties step by
step. The two maritime powers, Great Britain and
Holland, held the key of the position. Any hope of
assistance from thorn would harden the haughty and
warlike temper of Vienna. On this side it was necessary
to force into the mind of the emperor, that on no terms
could he expect aid either from English or Dutch. On
the other hand, the apprehension that the Dutch would
1 Ooxe's Mem, of Horace Walpole, i. 828.rt his
